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The Heroin Epidemic 
Professor, alumna shoot documentary illustrating growing problem 
CAITLI N G RO VE 
Alestle Lifestyles Editor 
In Madison County, there were 23 con-
firmed heroin overdose deaths in 2014, ac-
cording to the Madison County Coroner's 
Office. It can be argued very little is being 
done to improve this statistic. However, two 
members of the SIUE family have taken mat-
ters into their own hands in an effort to make 
a difference. 
Mass communications professor Cory 
Byers and alwnna Ashley Seering, who was 
also a former Alestle employee, have worked 
together in a number of documentaries dur-
ing the past few years, and their current proj-
ect is set to have quite the impact. 
"The Heroin Project" is a documentary 
that will expose the heroin issue in this area, 
and illustrate tl1rough personal experiences 
why it is something everyone should be pay-
ing closer attention to. 
Seering said the main focus of this doc-
umentary i to illu~trate the magnitude of the 
heroin issue. 
"A lot of people will ask us what we're 
working on and we'll tell them it's about the 
heroin problem and they're like, 'Oh we have 
a heroin problem?' A lot of it is to make peo-
ple aware of it, just sort of a general overview 
of here arc the different problems, here's 
what's being done about it and here's what 
needs to still be done," Seering said. 
Byers said the idea for "The Heroin 
Project" originated a few years prior, when 
Director of Alumni Affairs Steve Jankowski 
approached hin1 in search for help on a proj-
ect regarding the heroin problem. 
Jankowski aid what in1mediately stood 
out to him was Byers and Seering's profes-
sionalism. 
"When I got involved with Project Drug 
Smart through the Edwardsville school sys-
tem, it was natural to think of working with 
[Byers] and his staff to help produce the 
videos that we produced for the Edwardsville 
school district and videos that eventually 
would be shown to the justice department," 
Jankowski said. 'The work they did was out-
standing; the production - everything from 
floor managers to camera people - did a 
fantastic job." 
Byers said for this project, Jankowski did 
the majority of the producing, while Byers 
handled the filming side of things. Involved 
in this project were various mass communi-
cations students, including Seering. 
"Fast forward to last spring, [ the Madi-
son County State's Attorney's Office] asked 
us if we could shoot their task force meetings, 
which they held once a month at the Madi-
son Counry Administration Building," Byers 
said . "We went there and shot one, then 
started coming up with the idea of doing a 
more in-depth documentary on it." 
Seering said she got involved with these 
projects after her freshman year and has since 
been in contact with the Madison County 
State's Attorney's Office. 
''When I was in my senior year I started 
doing those task force meetings, so basically 
just recording the meetings and putting it on 
YouTube," Seering said. "Then just from 
going to those, I was looking for my next 
idea - I like keeping my eye out for what 
might be a good story. We already knew most 
of the people involved and had really good 
access, I thought this might be a really good 
thing to do a longer piece on." 
Seering and Byers began this project in 
~pril 2014. They then started developing the 
idea from there. 
Seering said the main focus of the doc-
umentary has changed numerous times dur-
ing the production process. 
''When we first started, we knew there 
was an issue but we weren't exactly sure what 
the main story would be," Seering said. 
"Then the state's attorney introduced us to 
different families who are included in the 
documentary." 
Seering said each fan1ily involved tells a 
ci!fferent story and offers a diverse point of 
VleW. 
''We have one where the child overdosed 
and is no longer alive, then we have another 
kid who's in the midst of his addiction and 
another that's a success story where she basi-
cally beat addiction and is in recovery now," 
Seering said. "It's kind of like each path you 
can go down. Another big part ofit has been 
the fact that prescription drugs lead to heroin 
addiction a lot of the times, which we were 
aware of beforehand, but it wasn't until we 
started doing more inten1iews that we nar-
rowed our tocus." 
Byers said this project has been a coUab-
orativc eftort between himself and Seering, 
the Madi~on County State's Attorney's Office 
and the task force. 
"We've gotten a lot of access and con-
taccs d1rough the Madison County State's At-
torney's Office, so you can say we arc in 
partnership with them. They don't have any 
creative control over it; so it's basically been 
us coming up with what we might want to 
include, trying to find people," Byers said. 
"The (task force] meetings were great - a 
lot of people who go to meetings are directly 
involved, so it's a really easy way to contact 
people." 
Photo Courtesy of 'The Heroin Project: A Documentary's' Facebook page 
Jankowski said he is impressed with the 
work Byers and Seering have done ,vith this 
effort. 
"[Seering] decided to [do] this heroin 
documentary, working with [Byers], and the 
trailer that Pve seen is outstanding," 
Jankowski said. "It's going to be a dynamic 
and very powerful piece, thanks to their pro-
fessionalism and [Seering's] and [Byecs'] de-
sire to do something very powerqtl and 
effective in the war against heroin." 
Byers said for the majority of shoots, 
they go on location as opposed to simply 
shooting in a smdio. 
''We've met people at parks, for example, 
because a lot we shot last summer was when 
it was nice out," Byers said. ''We've done a 
couple interviews here in the srudio but we 
like to go to places, just to get a different look 
in the background. We interviewed the coro-
ner at the morgue, which was kind of treepy. 
We interviewed the state's attorney in a court 
room, a [ district attorney] in his office in St. 
jail," Evers said. "So we went and inter-
viewed ·him there, which was kind of cool. 
We had to make a list of every single thing 
·we were bringing in to make sure we didn't 
leave a paper clip or something that they 
would use to break out with." 
Seering said they like to do their inter-
views in a neutral space in order to make it 
feel as comfortable as possible. 
"Part of what I like about documentaries 
and part of what I think is important too, es-
.'pecially if it's a serious topic, is keeping it as 
small as possible because not everyone is 
comfortable on camera," Seering said . "If 
you have 15 people and all of these giant 
pieces of equipment, I think it can be really 
intimidating. The stories that they're telling 
are definitely veiy personal, so I think part of 
that is trying to make them feel like you're 
just having a conversation. That's why we di-
vide the work; when I'm doing the inter-
'views, he can be on the cameras and I don't 
have to be looking away, so the person is en-
gaged the whole time. That's what's always 
been appealing to me with documentary 
' That's what's always been appealing to me with documentary work - it doesn't require a huge crew and a ton of money, 
it can be done with a few people and a 
couple cameras. 
Louis and we've interviewed a couple coun-
selors in their counseling centers." 
Byers said they had one noteworiliy 
shoot at a prison boot camp. 
'The guy who is currently struggling 
with addiction was sent to jail, but had the 
opportunity to go to this boot camp - like 
120 days of boot camp versus three years in 
Ashley Seering 
S/UE Alumna 
work - it doesn't require a huge crew and a 
ton of money, it can be done with a few peo-
ple and a couple can1eras." 
Byers said his favorite part of this partic-
ular project has been the B-roll reenactments. 
"Because we don't have a lot of footage 
of the stuff, we've done some re-creation of 
some things that have happened, just to have 
something to show rather tl1an just people 
talking," Byers said. ''We had a hoot out in 
a cemetery out in Troy; we had a few cop 
cars, an ambulance and rescue people. And 
it's all at night so we had to bring lights and 
a generator and had about five or six people 
on the crew. We were all really nervous about 
it because we had all of this stuff and the 
more things you have the more things can go 
wrong. It actually went pretty smoothly and 
we got everything we needed. That was fun 
in that we were able to pull it off like we 
planned it." 
Seering said she has been doing a lot of 
the editing on the documentary and has a 
love-hate relationship with it. 
"It's really cool to see it coming together, 
just because we've spent so much time on it 
and put so much effort into it, but it's also a 
very difficult experience," Seering said. "It's 
taking hours and hours of interviews and try-
ing to make a story out of it. Then add in all 
of the B-roll, constantly adding to it - we 
didn't necessarily have a start-to-finish plan 
when we started it, so it's been a big learning 
experience for me. It's an hour long right 
now and this is the first time I've ever done 
anything that's longer than 15 minutes." 
Byers-said the goal length for the docu-
mentary is about an hour, much longer than 
their usual projects. 
''We don't want it to be so long people 
get bored with it, but we have a lot of mate-
rial and we want to make sure to include 
everything we need to," Byers said. "One of 
the goals was to have it available for educa-
tors to use and I think an hour is a good 
length where they can show it but still have 
time to talk_ about it too." 
Byers said they generally both shoot 
with Canon T3I DSLR cameras, which are 
fairly easy to transport. 
''We can lug a bunch of equipment with 
us if we need to, but generally it's just two-
can1era interviews - so in case we don't have 
B-roll, we can cut to the other camera," Byers 
said. ''We'll have two can1eras, two tripods, a 
DOCUMENTARY I pg.3 
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DOCUMENTARY I from pg. 2 
mic stand and then an audio recorder and 
that's about all we have for the outside inter· 
views; anything inside, we have a light kit. 
Depending on the size of the shoot, we will 
recruit other students to come with us. Most 
of the time it's just us two :_ she asks the 
questions and r1l watch the cameras and have 
the headphones on to watch the audio." 
are at the top of their game - they should 
be celebrated and we should be proud of 
them." 
Byers said once people view this docu-
mentary, he hopes it will increase their aware-
ness on the seriousness of this issue -
especially parents. 
"It kind of depends on who the person 
is; some of the parents talked about the signs 
of their kids being on it and a lot of them did-
n't have any due. Now that they've gone 
through it, they look back and say, 'Oh, I 
should have realized; the signs were there; I 
just didn't know what they were.' So that's a 
big part of it - maybe parents will be more 
involved and keep an eye on their kids," Byers 
said. 
Seering said she hopes viewers learn 
from the stories presented and learn that any-
one can be susceptible to addiction. 
''The dad of the son who's struggling 
with addiction said he's been ashamed to tell 
people about the problem, but really the only 
way you can fix the issue is by talking about 
it and by getting the awareness out," Seering 
said. "I think part ofit is changing the stereo-
types - these families aren't all necessarily all 
low income, inner city, stereotypical, back-
alley low-life kind of people - these are mid-
dle America suburbs that are being affected 
by this problem. I think if people get rid of 
this stereotype they might actually say; 'Hey; 
this could really happen to my kid and I do 
need to make sure rm aware of this problem 
and rm doing something to make sure my 
family is not affected by it.' I hope people 
aren't as afraid to talk about it and aren't im-
mediately shunned by society if they are a 
heroin addict or have a family member who 
. " IS. 
Seering said once the editing process is 
done, they have someone to do an original 
score of music. They are planning on having 
screenings in April and during the summer. J ankowsk.i said SIUE should be proud 
of its mass communications department. For more information, visit the Face-
book page "The Heroin Project: A Docu-
mentary." 
"Professors and teachers like [Byers] and 
students like [Seering] represent the univer-
sity incredibly well and have won accolades, 
not only in educational circles, but in profes-
sional video circles," Jankowski said. "They 
Caitlin Grove can be reached at 
cgrove@alestlelive.com or 65().3527. 
Student Senate has one travel request left for fiscal year 
CODY KING 
Alest/e Copy Editor 
Student Government an-
nounced during the Friday, March 
20 meeting that the senate has one 
more travel request grant left for 
this fiscal year. According to Finan-
cial Officer 'fre Martin, the rest of 
the travel requests will be for the 
upcoming school year and in the 
hands of several new SG members. 
"Keep in mind that everything 
we have coming forward now is 
going to be out of the new fiscal 
year," Martin said. "For a lot of us, 
that's money that we aren't going 
to be here for, for next year." 
Student organizations are ex-
pected to apply for funding 10 
weeks beforehand. However, given 
the budget limitations and the cur-
rent time frame, Student Body 
President Nasir Almasri said any 
new travel requests will automati-
cally be placed in the budget for the 
upcoming school year. 












quest next week, it would already 
be in next year's budget," Almasri 
said. 'We are at the end of this 
year's budget - we are right on 
time. It's surprising we have one 
more; usually, we are out [ of travel 
request funds] by now." 
SG forms a budget plan for 
each school year and it varies with 
each senate board. Alrnasri said 
SG's budget for this fiscal year has 
been very efficient in serving stu-
dents. 
The procedure for travel re-
quests has stayed the same for sev-
eral years. According to Alrnasri, 
whichever student organization 
takes the initiative for requesting 
funds on time first is likely to get 
the funding. 
"The process is pretty straight-
forward - it's first come, first 
serve," Alrnasri said. "There might 
not even be one more group that 
comes, just because you have to 
apply 10 weeks out and we are less 
than that from the end of the 
school year. More likely than not, 
we probably aren't going to get an 
application for that last spot." 
According to Almasri, travel 
requests and their impact are con-
siderable on the student body and 
the campus as a whole. 
''The idea of travel - some 
universities don't even do it," Al-
masri said. 'When you work in 
Student Government so much, 
you're kind of like, 'Oh, it seems 
silly going to a conference.' But, for 
students, I think it is really, really 
valuable a lot of the time. I don't 
think we realize that because we are 
sitting here approving and we aren't 
going to them ourselves. Personally, 
I think it is very important and 
frankly, I thinlc it is kin9- of under-
rated. But, it's nice to be able to 
support them and to make sure that 
[ student organizations] are able to 
go and it's not all out of their 
pocket." 
Leftover money from one fis-
cal year is still in the hands of SG. 
Almasri said there is a process fol-
lowed by the ~nate ~ each year 
to account for the money. 
"The money left over can stay 
within the budget," Almasri said. 
'We carry over money from year to 
year - it's called 'cash carryover.' 
You have to carry over one quarter 
of the budget, and that could allow 
us to overdraw parts of the same 
budget a little bit - not a lot." 
In terms of the budget cuts 
that are soon to follow for next 
year, SG may be affected. Alrnasri 
said the budget outcome is depend-
ent upon what happens to the 
Kimmel Student Involvement Cen-
ter. 
''If Kirn.mel's budget gets hit a 
little bit then it could affect our 
budget," Almasri said. "Kimmel 
isn't fully fee-funded and we are 
fully fee-funded. So, long story 
short, some of their budget could 
get put on to us. But that's just the 
way it is when budget cuts hit. This 
is what happens." 
According to Alrnasri, SG 
maintains a balance to support both 
tn:&uin lxxiyarrl th:llllinistratin 
arts& 
issues COI.IFGF OF ARTS & SClfNCfS 
Season 2014-2015 
Arts & Issues and the Greater St. Louis Humanities Fest iva l present 
ROBERT GLENNON 
America's Water Cnsis and What To Do About It? 
Thursday, April 2, 2015, 7:30 p.m. 
Meridian Ballroom, Morris University Center 
Sponsored by the SIUE Graduate School 
Robert Glennon is Regents' Professor and Morris K. Udall Professor of Low & Public Policy in the Jomes E. 
Rogers College of Low at the University of Arizona . Glennon is the outhor of the high ly acclaimed "Woter 
Follies: Groundwater Pumping and the Fote of America's Fresh Woters" (lslond Press, 2002 .) Glennon hos been 
o guest on 'The Doily Show with Jon Stewart,' "Tolk of the Notion• with Neal Conan, "The Dione Rehm Show,' 
C-SPAN2's "Book TV" ond numerous Notional Public Radio shows. He hos been o commentator for American 
Public Medic's "Morketploce.' He is featured in the recent documentary, "Lost Coll at the Oasis.' 
Tickets con be purchased at the Morris University Center Information Desk or artsandissues.com 
"It happens from time to time 
when people are looking for a lot of 
organizations and groups to help 
them make their case," Alrnasri 
said. "It's hard as Student Govern-
ment leaders because you might 
feel that that's the right thing, but 
our job is to both understand the 
administration's position because 
their goal is long term, and under-
stand the student's position, whose 
goals are short term, and so you 
have to balance those." 
Almasri said there is still hope 
for the budget cuts and nothing is 
certain until the budget cuts are re-
vealed. 
''You brace yourself for the 
worst and hope that it comes a little 
better," Almasri said. "We have a 
Republican governor and a very 
Democratic legislator, so Rauner is 
probably not going to get every-
thing he wants. But, it's a bold 
move and we'll see what happens." 
Read more about Student 
Government at alesttellve.com 
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3-12-15 
An officer issued a citation to 
Dylan A. Funk for speeding 49 
mph in a 25 mph speed zone and 
operacin~ an unimurcd motor ve-
hicle. The offense occurred on 
South University Drive at P2 
Road. 
3-13-15 
Officers received a call of a vehicle 
off the road on orth University 
Drive. Samantha N. Praul was ar-
rested for driving while suspended. 
She was then transported to the 
SIUE Police Department where 
she was processed and released 
with a notice to appear. Praul was 
also issued a citation for driving 
while suspended and operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle. 
3-15-15 
Officers met with a resident assis-
tant in Prairie Hall who stared a 
subject on the Interim Separation 
list snuck in through a window. An 
officer said the subject left through 
a w ind0\'1-; got into a vehicle and 
left campus. 
An officer took a report of a rraffic 
accident between a vehicle and a 
deer on Poag Road near North-
west University Drive. 
An officer took a report of advcr-
ti ement stickers being placed on 
several signs in Bluff Hall parking 
lot and on several stop signs. 
An officer checked the Cougar 
Lake recreation area for a report of 
a suspicious vehicle parked on the 
edge of the lake. The officer lo-
cated the vehicle and determined 
the ubjects were allowed to be 
there. The area was secure. 
A mother called and requested a 
welfare check on her son who does 
not live on campus. An officer 
made contact with him and told 
him to contact his mother. 
3-17-15 
An officer issued a citation to 
Amanda E. Spell for driving while 
using an electronic device. She was 
also issued a written warning for 
spt:eding 39 mph in a 25 mph 
speed zone. TI1e offenses occurred 
on South University Drive at P2 
Road. 
An officer issued a citation to Anna 
G. Barnes for speeding 44 mph in 
a 25 mph speed zone. TI1e offense 
occurred on South University 
Drive at P2 Road. 
An officer issued a citation to 
Jacob Nantz for expired registra-
tion. The offense occurred on 
South University Drive at P2 
Road. 
Officers checked d1c area of Lot B 
after a 911 call reporting a female 
was being forced into a gray Mit· 
subishi. The vehicle was located in 
the Prairie Hall lot. The !iubjccts 
said they were just playing around. 
An officer issued a ci tation to Win-
ter A. Surbcck for speeding 66 
mph in a 45 mph speed zone. The 
ofknse occurred on South lJ nivcr• 
sity Drive at Stadium Drive. 
An officer took ;1 report ofa tr.1ffic 
accident bcmeen two whicles. A 
citation wa1, issm:d to Corey M. 
Johnson for failure to reduce speed 
to avoid an accident. The i.ncidenc 
occurred on East University Drive. 
An officer responded to Bluff Hall 
regarding a tcmale subject calling 
and saying another female subject 
came to her room, hit her and 
pulled her hair. 171c victim did not 
want to press charges. 
3-18-15 
An officer responded to Woodland 
Hall regarding a 19-year-old male 
who was going in and out of con-
sciousness possibly due to alcohol 
poisoning. An Edwardsville ambu· 
lance was dispatched, but the sub-
ject refused medical transport. An 
investigation continues. 
A subject told camptu. police that 
a male who had been previously 
barred from campus was in 
O)ugar Village. Officers searched 
the art.-a but were unable to locate 
him. 
3-19-15 
An officer issued a citation to Ja· 
clyn N. Harris for speeding 42 
mph in a 25 mph spt.-ed zone. The 
offense occurred on Northwest 
Entrance Road at Lot 11. 
3-20-15 
An officer met with a student who 
reported her roommate had ver-
ball , threatened her. The case re· 
mains under investigation. 
A subject called 911 and reported 
a fight involving several male sub• 
jeer:, on Lot 4C. Officers arrived 
on scene and made contact with a 
male and female who said they had 
been struck by a male suspect who 
fled the area prior to the officer's 
arrival. An investigation continu · . 
3-21-15 
Dion L. T)·ler was arrested on a 
telony warrant by the Edwardsville 
Police Department for unlawful 
use of a credit card. Tvler wa\ trans• 
ported to the SIUE Police Depart· 
ment where he was processed and 
released after posting a $2,500 
cash bond. 
A subject who came to the SIUE 
Police Department to post bail for 
another ubject was found to have 
an outstanding warrant for his ar• 
rest. Theodore Harris was arrested 
on a felony warrant by the Ed· 
wardsville Police Department for 
unlawful use of a credit card. Har-
ris was processed and relea ed to 
the Edwardsville Police Depart-
ment, as he was unable to post 
bond. 
3-23-15 
An officer issued a citation to 
Kusha.n P. Patel for disobeying a 
stop sign. The offense occurred on 
South Circle Drive and Evergreen 
Parking Lot. 
3-24-15 
An officer responded to Ea~t Uni· 
versiry Drive at North University 
Drive for an accident involving 
two vehicles. TI1e officer issued a 
r iration to Logan T Null for failure 
., 1 yield. One vehicle was towed. 
M1 officer issued a citation to 
Jonah Wayland for speeding 40 
mph in a 25 mph speed zone. The 
offense occurred on Northwest 
Entrance Drive at Lot 11. 
www.alestlellve.com Thursday, March 26, 2015 
Freshman psychology major Sydney Meyer, of Beardstown, and 
freshman nursing major Michelle Sydow, of Columbia, Ill., flll out 
a questionnaire at the end of their walk through the tunnel. 
Sophomore early childhood education 
major Abrlllo Jones, of Fairview Heights, 
represents SIUE Block Girls Rockl at this 














I Photo by Lashai Spencer/ Alestle I Photo by Lashai Spencer/ Alestle 
Members of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. reenact scenes from "Life,• a film starring Eddie 
Murphy and Mortin Lawrence, at Morchdown 2k15 Step Show. 
I Photo by Lashal Spencer/Alestle 
St. Louis University's chapter of Alpha Koppa Alpha Sorority, Inc. steps at Morchdown 2k15 
Step Show In the Meridian Ballroom on Friday, Morch 20. I Photo by Adam Mason/Alestle 
SIUE's dance team, High Definition, performs during the Morchdown 2k15 Step Show Inter• 
mission In the Meridian Ballroom on Friday, Morch 20. I Photo by Adam Mason, Alestle 
•. 
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Questions or comments regarding this 
section? Contact the Lifestyles Editor at 
650-3527 or lifesty1es@alestlelive.com. 
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As college students, many times the help or support of a 
peer ca_n be aJI a ~erson needs to keep going. Collegiate 100 
1s a nat10nal orgaruzat10n that teaches leadership, provides net-
working with professionals and mentors, encourages its mem-
bers to maintain a solid GPA and graduate and also get 
involved in the community through volunteer efforts. 
Collegiate 100 has recently come to SIUE to help relieve 
some of the stresses students face while attending college. 
Senior Spanish major Gregory Collins, of Alton, and one 
~f th~ found~rs of Collegiate 100 at SIUE, srud this organiza-
non IS reachmg out to students that are new to the university, 
to help them become comfortable with campus life and en-
courage them to complete their education. 
. "I don't want to be_just a student that's taking everything 
m for myself. The blessmgs and rewards that I receive, I hope 
to give back, not just to the African-American communitv, but 
~o the ~ommunity in ge~1eral. And that's what Collegiate 100 
IS looking to do - to give back," Collins said. 
Many organizations on campus focus on helping improve 
the community, but the way Collegiate 100 is going about this 
is unique. Collins said a major problem on campus is the num-
ber of people who drop out in a given semester, and Collegiate 
100 is targeting that issue. 
"As Collegiate 100 members, we want to make sure that 
the retention rate is increasing and not decreasing," Collins 
said. "The retention rate over the past few years has been 
dropping. We have a huge amount of smdents that once they 
come to the un!versity, they have no concept of how to study, 
how to meet with the professor and just the strategies it takes 
to succeed on campu ." 
A lot of times, a good college experience is based on the 
friendships built through organizations and clubs that students 
can participate in. Academic Adviser Michael Jones, who 
helped bring this organ-
ization to campus, said 
he has a special interest 
the idea is to build up the next regime of leadership, so that 
when it's their time to go find a job, network and do business, 
they already kind of have a foundation.'' 
While Collegiate 100 is aiming to help students build lead-
ership skills, Martin said it is special because it involves stu-
dents encouraging one another. 
"There are other organization[ s] who go out and do their 
community service. They read to children, they clean up parks 
[and) they tutor middle school kids. But if you pass up a strug-
gling college student -your peer -you pass them up on your 
way to an elementary school, you're doing your peer a disserv-
ice," Martin said. "Your elders can give you advice, but some-
times it's a little easier to listen to your peers because tl1ey're 
more closely related to your situation. They're sort of going 
through the same trials and tribulations you're going through 
in the same time period. There are some things that your ciders 
may not understand or may not have gone through. So when 
you have people your age crying to help you, sometimes it can 
mean a little more." 
Collins said the interaction between students is the best 
part of being in Collegiate 100. 
"Reaching out to and sharing with the students is my fa-
vorite part of this," Collins said. "You have a chance to make a 
change in someone else's life just by taking the steps to be a 
part of this program." 
Jones said the most critical way Collegiate 100 can impact 
students is by inspiring them to graduate. 
"To me, the most important thing is that people graduate 
and develop leadership skills, even if you don't graduate here. 
My concern is graduation and a sense of belonging. For many 
African-American males that don't last here at SIUE, it's not 
because of the academic side, but because of the social side -
because they don't have a sense of belonging. And when you 
have a sense of belonging somewhere, you're more likely to 
succeed academically," Jones said. 
Even though Collegiate 100 places a focus on the African-
American community, 
Collins said everyone is wel-
come to join. 
in helping the students 
who are not part of the 
more common groups 
on campus. 
"My role as an aca-
demic adviser is I work 
specifically for under-
represented populations, 
more specifically with 
African-American stu· 
dents. I have a passion 
and it's my research in-
I wish that every person that came to 
college was able to stay in college or had 
the drive to stay in college. I feel like this 
organization can help people who may 
need that extra push to stay here and 
excel here. 
"This is not just for 
African-American males, it's 
for students in general. We 
just realize that the African-
American community is one 
community that has been at 
risk in some forms. We're 
looking to help any student," 
Collins said. Charles Martin 
Co-Founder, Collegiate 100 Jones said the reason 
African-American males are 
the focus of this organization 
is due to its origins. terest, for helping • • 
African-American males excel," Jones said. "I saw .Collegiate 
10~ as an opportunity on campus to bring about this organi-
zation that would attract the guy who may be more likely to 
get suspended for academic reasons, but may not be interested 
in the typical Greek life or athletics. So we want to reach that 
person from ail avenues." 
Not only can this group help students invest in campus 
life, but another founder of Collegiate 100 on campus, Charles 
Martin, a senior criminal justice major from Chicago, said it 
can help motivate them beyond the classroom. 
"College isn't just about coming to class, taking a test and 
going home. It's about networking. It's about meeting people. 
It's about finding others like you to support you on thi jour-
ney through college because - no matter what anyone says 
- college isn't inherently easy. It's a long road of trials and 
tribulations," Martin said. "And I wish that eYery person that 
came to college was able to stay in college or had the drive to 
stay in college. I feel like this organization can help people 
who may need that extra push to stay here and excel here. As 
a leader, I have a responsibility to cater to that." 
Even though there are many other organizations geared 
toward helping students succeed, Jones said Collegiate 100 
will help people in a more direct way than other groups. 
"The niche that Collegiate 100 has is that its o. 1 focus 
is networking and the other No. 1 focus is community involve-
ment," Jones said. "Everybody tells you, 'Go network, go net-
work, go network,' but when it's time to network, 'What do I 
do?' This organization is made specifically for young people to 
learn how to network and to give back to their community. So 
"I'm a part of Emerging 100, which is the transitional 
group from Collegiate 100. So you have 100 Black Men of 
America and it's a national organization, started by close to 
100 Black Men in New York City. And one of the founding 
members moved to Sr. Louis, [Mo.] and brought 100 Black 
Men to St. Louis [Mo.]. So St. Louis [Mo.] has one of the first 
Collegiate 100 Chapters in the nation. Emerging 100 is the 
25-to-30-year-old organization that Collegiate 100 transitions 
to - then they transition to 100 Black Men," Jones said. 
With all the ties it has to other organization , Collegiate 
100 will play a role in hosting several events in order to achieve 
its objective of affecting change. However, Jones said one of 
his first priorities is to institute a freshmen academy that will 
wor_k t~ prepare newcomers who could potentially join the or-
gan1zat1011. 
"Ideally, in the future, my goal is to really establi h this 
freshmen academy from day one, where Collegiate 100 will get 
involved with moving day, setting up tables and letting the 
community know who we are and what our intentions are. The 
focus is networking, mentoring and community service. So if 
a student comes out and says, 'I want to connect,' then I can 
connect them with somebody," Jones said. 
Collegiate 100 is also planning various public events that 
will be open to all students. 
"We'll have workshops for students; we'll have different 
symposiums. For example, we'll have a 'How to Treat a Lady' 
symposium," Collins said. 
Read more about Collegiate 100 at alestlellve.com. 
Exp ress your opinion 24 hours a day, seven O p I N IO ·N 
days a week. Polls, message boards and 
more at www.alestlellve.com. 
Questions or comments regarding th is 
section? Contact Opinion Editor at 
650-3527 or opinlon@alestlelive.com, 
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the editor. 
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o pinlon@alestlelive.com. 
University needs to focus budget on hands-on learning tools 
As people who have been in school for more 
than 12 years, we can all relate to the constant, 
vexatious struggle of memorizing boring facts. 
The university can help eliminate the mundane 
nature of schoolwork by focusing classroom 




Projects similar to 'The Heroin Project'' that 
mass communications instructor Cory Byers is 
working on are inherently interesting to students 
and applicable to the times. Research studies 
with these themes are the kind the university 
needs to place a tronger financial focus on for 
students. Spending money focused on a better 
education is critical to keep in mind as the 
university faces a budget crisis. 
'The Heroin Project" and other endeavors 
like this are optimal for student learning because 
they involve the application of the subject. In this 
instance, mass communications will be much 
better understood if students have hands-on 
experience with making films or documeotaries 
like this one. In other areas of study, S.J-lch as 
science, funding should be focused on things in 
the lab, uch as Petri dishes, pipettes, or even 
more complex machinery. 
Students looking for careers in the fields in 
which they are studying need to learn how to use 
appliances ar!d tedmologies as modern as the 
ones they might encounter in the future. Even 
though some of these mechanisms may be more 
expensive than textbooks, creating projects for 
students that allow them to learn about devising 
a whole research study from start to finish will 
promote critical thinking skills. 
ot only should money be spent on studies 
like 'The Heroin Project" for students to learn 
in a more hands-on manner, but the topic of the 
study is also integral for learning. Heroin is a real-
world, modern-day problem that prowls under 
the surface of everyday life for a college student, 
and the relatable nature of the topic makes it 
inherently interesting. 
The university can focus on topics as 
compelling as heroin outside of the lab too. 
Professors should focus their lessons plans on the 
grand cheme of things, instead of minute details 
that students memorize for a test. By learning 
about the bigger picture, students can be trained 
to think about why what they are learning is 
more important than getting the grade they 
desire. When students are faced with issues that 
are applicable to their lives, they are able to 
absorb and retain more information about the 
topic. 
Even taking students on field trips to places 
_in which the subjects of the classroom are used 
in varying career fields can further promote 
critical thinking skills. Seeing that the content of 
what we are learning in school actually matters 
can impact our future and place a larger 
importance on our schoolwork. 
Modern, applicable topics like heroin will 
automatically engage students . 11us will make 
projects interesting for students, but more 
importantly, understanding the effects of real-
world problems will advance the acute cognition 
students need to find solutions for similar 
concerns. 
Some is ues in the world are just hard to 
accept and face, no matter how old we get. By 
understanding what can go wrong, students will 
learn at a crucial time in their lives how to take 
problems by the horns and find a solution. 
Once students leave the university, they will 
be pursuing careers that will impact others. To 
become an above-par university, students need to 
be taught how to apply their knowledge and 
skills, for those are necessary for any job to be 
done well. By educating students on how to 
tackle real-world issues, the university is opening 
up a door to a better future, not just for itself, but 
for the world. 
Although research projects and hands-on 
learning can be less convenient and often more 
expensive to the university, it fulfills the goals that 
students come here to accomplish. By focusing 
the university budget on lab work that teaches 
students about current day issues that apply to 
the subject they are learning about, SIDE will 
create a learning environment that will impact 
students not just on their journey at the 
university level, but on their journeys through 
life. 
Pu/a Mehta con be reached of 
pmehto@olestlelive.com. 
Avoid misinformation in media by researching credible sources 
The moral of the story in today's world is 
that a lot of uninformed people do a whole lot 
of talking. It is important to not be one of those 





Many were aware of the measles outbreak. 
that covered multiple states from D ecember of 
la t year forward. Among pan icked questions 
about where the outbreak. would go nc;n came 
a flood of misinformed commentary from both 
media outlets and the general public. Somehow, 
this commentary led tl1e public from talking 
about the measles to talking about immigration. 
Most of the information was incorrect, 
including rumors tl1at tl1e meas.lcs actually hit 
Mad ison County - it d id not. If we were to 
learn anything from tl1e measles outbreak, it 
should be a erious lesson in critical thinking. 
Many people believed that if America's 
· borders were not so open, the disease would not 
have been carried in from overseas. This is a 
knee-jerk reaction - an attempt to use a health 
problem to air political beliefs. To put it simply, 
using the United States' measles outbreak. to 
argue against immigration takes critical thinking 
completely out of the equation. 
Although some argue that the increase in 
immigration led to tl1e measle ou.tbr ak, the 
immigration rate remains relatively unchanged 
while vaccination rates have gone down. The 
anti-vaccine movement itself involved quite a 
few people who employed selective hearing and 
argued from the mall and inaccurate mes ·age 
tl1cy heard without going deeper into the issue. 
They did not do their research and it caused an 
uproar. The epicentl:r of the anti-vaccine 
movement then became the epicenter of the 
measles outbreak.. 
This brings up an important approach to 
the issues society fac every day. When 
considering contemporary and controversial 
issues, it is necessary to develop critical tl1inking 
skills. Do research - make sure you know the 
whole story before making a decision. There arc 
too many quick decisions made from a lack of 
information, and it has created a society in 
which we argue ti.lings that we do not really 
understand. 
As a college student, you can either really 
impress people or allow them to stereotype you 
as anotl1er half-informed, overly exuberant kid. 
T here arc small thing that can change this, 
c pccially when it comes to important issue . 
The best thing you can do when defending 
yourself on important issue. is to do your 
research. Learn to analyze your arguments and 
back up what you arc saying. 
The resu lt - you could tick some people 
off. However, you· could also proyc yourself a 
more credible and intelligent n.."Source in a world 
full of people that accept statements at face , ·alue 
without pursuing a better w1derstanding - a 
valuable skill for all college students as well as 
the general population. Who know , with tl1c 
i.nfon11ation you dig up, you may even surpri. e 
yourself. 
Dani Wilson con be reached at 
dwilson@olestlelive.com. 
How should the university direct more funding 
toward hands-on learning tools for students? 
Answer our poll at www.alestlelive.com. 
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Standings Men's tennis goes 1-1 during weekend 
*Standings and Results as of 

























Results from March 17 













E. Tenn. State 17, Morehead St 14 
Belmont 8. Middle Tenn. 2 
UT Mortin 8, SIUC 7 
Tennessee 3, Austin Peay 0 
Miss. State 5, E. Illinois 2 
Vanderbilt 9, Tenn . Tech 1 
Arkansas 4, SE Missouri 3 
Results from March 14 
Morehead St 7, Marshall 1 
SLU 6, UT Martin 5 
SE Missouri 12, Arkansas 11 
Alabama St. 3, Jax. State 1 
Evansville 15, Murray State 2 
Results from March 20 
ISU 8, E Kentucky 2 
Murray State 4, Austin Peay 3 
SE Missouri 16, UT Mortin 2 
Belmont 9, Morehead St O 
Tenn. Tech 12, SIUE 3 
Jax. State 6, E. Illinois 6 
Results from March 21 
Tenn. Tech 12, SIUE 3 
Softball 
OVERALL ovc 
Jax. State 20-8 
SIUE 23-6 
E. Kentucky 13-16 
Murray State 17-10 
Tenn. Tech 17-13 
Belmont 8-17 
E. llllnois 8-15 
UT Martin 13-13 
SE Missouri 5-14 
Tenn . State 9-18 
Austin Peay 3-17 
Morehead St. 9-13 
Results from March 18 
Indiana St. 9, SE Missouri 4 
Morehead St. 4, Pikeville 2 
Tenn . Tech 8, Samford 7 
Dayton 2, E. Kentucky 2 
Austin Peay 8. E. Illinois 7 
UT Mortin 14, Evansville 11 
Indiana St. 9, SE Missouri 5 
Morehead St 8, Pikeville 0 
Tenn. Tech 10, Samford 5 
Dayton 10, E. Kentucky 9 
Lipscomb 13, Tenn. State 1 
E. Illinois 12, Austin Peay O 
UT Martin 5, Evonsvile 1 
Tenn. State 10, Lipscomb 1 
Results from March 21 













Tenn. Tech 3, SE Missouri 0 
Austin Peay 14, Tenn. State 13 
Jax. State 3, UT Martin 2 
Murray State 9, Belmont 0 
SIUE 8, E. Kentucky 0 
SE Missouri 6, Tenn. Tech 4 
Jax. State 9. UT Mortin 1 
Belmont 7, Murray State 3 
Results from March 22 
Tenn. State 8, Austin Peay 7 
E. Kentucky 4, E. Illinois 0 
SIUE 1, Morehead St. 0 
Belmont 8, Austin Peay 4 
CAITLIN GROVE 
Alestte Lifestyles Editor 
The men's tennis team emerged 
.500 from this past weekend's play, 
earning a win and a lo against 
Murray State University and Austin 
Peay State University, respectively. 
Head Coach Jason Coomer 
said he was impressed with the 
weekend's play. 
"Playing outside for the first 
ti.me at home this spring was a 
welcomed opporruniry," Coomer 
said "While I think we got off to a 
slow start in some areas, we found a 
way to rum around the momennun 
quickly and our guys performed 
extremely well." 
On Friday, against Murray 
State, the Cougars won all three of 
their doubles matches. In the fir t 
doubles match of the day, seniors 
Nicolas Vincent and Stephen 
W1shuta were defeated by their 
opponents 7-3. In the o. 2 matd1, 
redshirt junior Marten Jonsson and 
JLtnior ico Kuehn won by a score 
of9-7. In the final doubles match, 
sophomore Matthew Hutchinson 
and junior Patrick Gaffig,rn 
dominated their opponent by a 
~ore of8-3. 
The team won five of its six 
singles marches. Each match went 
t\VO sets, with the exception of the 
o. 4 match, where Washuta took 
his opponent the full three sets 
before emerging victorious 6-4, 5-7. 
In match No. 6, Gaffigan won by 
forfeit. 
Coomer aid while doubles 
play this weekend was not what the 
team would like, he remains 
confident in its abilities. 
"It probably wasn't one of our 
better performances in doubles; 
with that being said, we definitely 
tepped it up on Saturday against 
Austin Peay," Coomer said "We're 
fortunate in that a lot of teams only 
have two or three combinations they 
feel comfortable putting out on the 
court, and we feel very confident in 
all 10 players we have and the five 
different doubles teams that we can 
put out at any point. 
On Saturday against Austin 
Pea)~ the Cougars won two of their 
three doubles matches. In the first 
doubles match of the day, Vincent 
and Washuta defeated their 
opponents 8-6. In the No. 2 match, 
Jonsson and Kuehn fell short by a 
score of 8-2. In the final doubles 
match, Hutchinson and Gaffigan 
won8-2. 
The team won two of its six 
singles matches. In match No. 4, 
junior Jacob Perkins took his 
opponent two sets before emerging 
victorious 6-4, 6-4. In match No. 6, 
Gaffigan won by a score of 6-2, 6-4. 
Coomer said there could have 
been improvements in the team's 
play against Austin Peay. 
"I felt like we let one get away 
from us; Austin Peay is a team that 
was picked ahead of us in the 
preseason rankings; so with that 
being aid, I felt we were in a 
position to take control early in the 
match, and for whatever reason, we 
couldn't find a way to get it done," 
Ox>mer said. "I was disappointed in 
the outcome of a few of our 
matches. We are much better than 
what we showed on Saturday. While 
our players would say they were also 
disappointed, we understand that 
this one match will not define us and 
that it's a long conference season." 
The Cougars' neA't game is at 
12 p.m. Wednesday, March 25, at 
home against Eastern Illinois 
University. 
Coomer said despite this 
weekend's results, he feels confident 
going into the team's upcoming 
match. 
Eastern Illinois is a very 
talented team that we need to make 
sure we are prepared for," Coomer 
said. "I really believe our guys 
understand what it's going to take 
from this point out to reach our 
goals. The first step of that this week 
is focusing on Eastern Illinois and 
playing ro our capabilities that I 
know our guys expect of 
themselves." 
Caitlin Grove can be reached at 
cgrove@atestlelfve.com or 650-3524. 
Senior Nicolas Vincent hHs a retum against Austin Peay state University on Saturday, March 21. 
I Photo by Christion K. Lee 
After rocky start, baseball starts conf ere nee play 8-1 
CAITLIN GROVE 
Alestte Lifestyles Editor 
Despite lo ing its first 
conference game of the cason, 
the baseball team won it series 
thi past weekend against 
Tennc. see Technological 
Universit); launching its Ohio 
V.1lley Conference record to 8-1 , 
8-10 overall. 
The ream fell in the first 
game of the series on Friday, 
March 20, by a score of 12-3. 
SIUE remained scoreless until the 
top of the sixth inning, when 
senior outfielder Nick Lombardo 
sent a home run down the infield 
line. The team scored again in the 
top of the eighth on a sac fly to 
center by junior infielder Collin 
Book and once more in the top of 
the ninth on a sac fly off the bat 
of senior first baseman Alec 
Saikal. 
On defense, senior starting 
pitcher Ryan Daniels pitched 3 
2/3 innings, giving up eight runs 
on seven hits, receiving the loss 
and leaving with a record of 1-3. 
Junior relief pitcher Caleb 
Wilkerson gave up five runs on 
three hits in 3 1/3 i.Qnings on. the 
mound. Junior infielder Jacob 
Stewart closed the game out "with 
one rw1 on two hits in one inning 
pitched. 
Head Coach Tonv Stoecklin 
aid improvement could have 
been made across the board 
during Friday's gan1e. 
"I feel we didn't play very 
well; our tarting pitching wasn't 
good, and we gave up way too 
many runs," Stoecklin said. "We 
faced a tough pitcher; I thought 
he did a great job nullifying us. I 
thought we could have taken 
better at bats, but maybe part of 
that was we faced a good pitcher." 
The team came back fighting 
Saturday, clinching a 7-2 win, 
with four runs in the top of the 
first inning. Senior catcher Parker 
Guinn kicked off the day with a 
single through the right side, 
scoring Lombardo. Saikal earned 
yet another sac fly run batted in, 
followed by consecutive run-
scoring singles off the bats of 
junior infielder Skyler Geissinger 
and sophomore outfielder Austin 
Verschoore, giving the team a 4-
0 lead. 
The Cougars grabbed 
another three runs in the top of 
the second. After an error and hit 
by pitch in the inning, SIUE 
scored two unearned runs, 
courtesy of freshman outfielder 
Dustin Woodcock. Saikal then 
flew out to the infield, scoring 
senior infielder Chase Green and 
olidifying the teams score of 
seven mns. 
Junior starring pitcher P.J. 
Schuster pitched six innings, 
giving up no runs on four hits 
with six strikeouts, earning the 
win and launching his record to 
3-0. Senior pitcher Brett Thomas 
collected his econd save of the 
season, closing out the game with 
one run on two hits in three 
innings pitched. 
Stoecklin said both 
impressive pitching and offense 
led to the team's win Saturday. 
"P. J. Schuster was a key to 
that game. We needed a huge 
start from him, and he came out 
and gave us six quality innings 
and that was a difference in the 
ball game," Stoecklin said. "I 
thought the offense did a great 
job - we manufactured runs and 
found a way to win." 
The Cougars clinched the 
series win on Sw1day, defeating 
Tennessee Tech 7-3. After quickly 
falling behind 3-0, the team 
answered back in the top of the 
third on a single by junior 
infielder Collin Book, scoring 
freshman infielder Mario Tursi. 
In the top of the forth, 
Verschoore earned an RBI on a 
fielder' choice. SIUE grabbed 
three runs in the sixth, fir t off a 
double to left field by Geissingcr. 
Following this, Verschoore 
singled through the left side, 
scoring Saikal. The team got one 
more RBI in the inning, off a sac 
fly off the bat of Tursi. 
Later in the game, the 
Cougars earned another run, 
courtesy of Woodcock in the top 
of the seventh. Guinn then 
launched a home run to left field 
in the top of the ninth. 
Read more about the boseboll 
team's weekend at alesttellve.com 
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ALESTLE 
CLASSIFIEDS 
GIVE YOU MORE! 
Place your classified ad 
at a time convenient tor you 
using our easy and secure 
online intertace at: 
alestlelive.com/classifieds 
Deadlines: 
By noon Friday for Tuesday issue 
or noon Monday for Thursday issue 
Having trouble? Call 618-650-3528 
or e-mail classilieds@alestlelive.com 
Alestle Office Hours: 
MUC2022 
8 a.m. • 4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday 
HELP WANTED 
Local Adventure Travel Company Seeks 
SIUE student for website development 
and online marketing experience. The 
student should have technology skills in 
using Wix, Google AdWords, SEO, and 
have creative skills in using Adobe 
Photoshop and Adobe Illustrator. Extra 
consideration for hiring will be for 
students who have experience in 
traveling abroad and have a vast 
knowledge of geography, history, 
cultural and foreign affairs. This is a 
part time job and payment is negotiable. 
If interested contact Shawn at 
shawnm@lurthestfrontiers.com or 
call M-F 618-307-5300. 
Keyboard Player Wanted 
We are seeking a contemporary 
Christian keyboard player to join our 
band, vocals a plus. Included is an 
opportunity for advancement. This is a 
part-time opening at an established and 
growing church. 





2 BR, 1.5 BA townhomes. W/D hook-up, 
refrigerator, dishwasher, oven/stove and 
microwave. Pet Friendly, Garage 
Options, Flexible leasing options. Now 
taking applications for Summer 2015 
waitlist.Cherry Hills Properties 
618-692-9310 
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